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Bus dies in rural Alabama, players sleep on pavement

Associated Press

When their bus broke down after dark in rural Alabama, the Jacksonville Suns knew they
were in for a long night.

By noon Saturday, having spent 12 sticky hours shacking on candy and sleeping on
sheets spread out over the pavement of a gas station parking lot, the Double-A affiliate of
the Los Angeles Dodgers knew just how bad it was.

"A lot of guys are sort of dazed right now," Suns radio announcer Joe Block said from a
replacement bus on the outskirts of Atlanta.

Fortunately for the worn-out Suns, their game Saturday night at home against Orlando
was postponed because of the transportation problem. It will be made up as part of a
doubleheader Sunday.

Players often call the minors the bus leagues because of the long hauls. For good reason,
as the Southern League Suns found out.

The whole ordeal began Friday night when Jacksonville lost its sixth straight game, 3-2
to the Birmingham Barons. The Suns packed up and left the ballpark in Hoover, Ala.,
around 10:30 p.m. CDT and settled in for what they expected to be a 12-hour ride.

But about 35 miles east of Birmingham, the bus had trouble going up a hill and pulled
over near Pell City. A repairman was summoned, and he began working on the bus with
the driver shortly before midnight.

"We kept thinking we were going to leave soon," Block said. "But we never did."

Trouble was found in a fuel connection and the Suns were told they were stuck. And
there wasn't much relief in sight on a humid, sticky night.

The Suns tried without luck to find another bus in Birmingham or Atlanta.

"We called a couple of companies, but they said it was prom night and all of them were
rented," Block said.

Eventually, another bus was located -- but it was about 430 miles away, back in
Jacksonville.

With no flights available, either, there was nothing to do but wait. Too bad for them, no

P— ] md |

wwnw ESPNdeportes.com

ESPN Tools
[=1 Email story

Most sent

=4 Print story
|:| Daily email



http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AK/00
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AK/01
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AK/02
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AK/03
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AK/04
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AK/05
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AK/06
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AK/14
http://transfer.go.com/cgi/atransfer.pl?goto=http://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/711-12652-1577-2%3Fmpt=2003.05.11.07.27.01&name=126735&srvc=sz&context=53574&guid=07F17CB6-B397-46B0-AF3D-80615EC985E0
http://x.go.com/cgi/x.pl?goto=http://espn.go.com/index.html&name=1343&srvc=sz
http://x.go.com/cgi/x.pl?goto=http://www.nba.com/index.html&name=9436E&srvc=sz&SOURCE=9436E
http://www.wnba.com/
http://x.go.com/cgi/x.pl?goto=http://www.nhl.com&name=9437E&srvc=sz&SOURCE=9437E
http://x.go.com/cgi/x.pl?goto=http://abcsports.go.com&name=9439E&srvc=sz&SOURCE=9439
http://espnradio.espn.go.com/espnradio/index
http://x.go.com/cgi/x.pl?goto=http://expn.go.com&name=9440E&srvc=sz&SOURCE=9440E
http://espn.go.com/page2/
http://jas.disney.go.com/cgi-bin/Click.cgi?code=21579&url=http://insider.espn.go.com/insider/index
http://x.go.com/cgi/x.pl?goto=http://sports.espn.go.com/espn/shop/index&name=6081E&srvc=sz&SOURCE=6081E
http://x.go.com/cgi/x.pl?goto=http://games.espn.go.com&name=9442E&srvc=sz&SOURCE=944
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/index
http://espn.go.com/
http://sports.espn.go.com/espn/ei
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/index
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/scoreboard
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/schedules
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/probables
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/standings
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/statistics
http://proxy.espn.go.com/mlb/players
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/transactions
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/injuries?league=al
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/injuries?league=nl
http://sports.espn.go.com/minorlbb/index
http://espndeportes.espn.go.com/beisbol/index.html
http://boards.espn.go.com/cgi/mlb/request.dll?LIST&room=mlb_mlb
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/roundup?league=al
http://sports.espn.go.com/sports/gen/wire?sectionId=3
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/poweralley
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/alltime/index
http://insider.espn.go.com/insider/sportindex?sport=mlb
http://insider.espn.go.com/insider/sportindex?sport=mlb
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/index
http://espn.go.com/mlb/columns/caple_jim
http://espn.go.com/gammons/index.html
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/neyer/index
http://espn.go.com/mlb/columns/downonthefarm/
http://espn.go.com/mlb/stark/home.html
http://x.go.com/cgi/x.pl?goto=http://sports.espn.go.com/espn/shop/index&name=6081E&srvc=sz&SOURCE=6081E
http://x.go.com/cgi/x.pl?goto=http://teamstore.espn.com/?link=leftnav&name=5888E&srvc=sz&SOURCE=5888E
http://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/711-4576-1570-33?loc=http://auctions.images.go.com/Images/I-Catalog/espnauctions/index.htm
http://sports.espn.go.com/nba/index
http://sports.espn.go.com/nba/playoffs2003
http://sports.espn.go.com/nba/scoreboard
http://sports.espn.go.com/nhl/index
http://sports.espn.go.com/nhl/playoffs2003/index
http://sports.espn.go.com/nhl/scoreboard
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/index
http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/scoreboard
http://sports.espn.go.com/golf/index
http://sports.espn.go.com/golf/leaderboard
http://sports.espn.go.com/nfl/index
http://rpm.espn.go.com/rpm/index
http://transfer.go.com/cgi/atransfer.pl?goto=http://espndeportes.espn.go.com&name=121007&srvc=sz&context=53574&guid=20E8E4EF-3D53-4FD3-97B2-14CB1C730F79
http://sports.espn.go.com/sports/mostsent
http://sports.espn.go.com/espn/print?id=1552000&type=news
http://dynamic.espn.go.com/espn/beacon/email

Col. Football hotels were close by.
M Col. BB

W Col. BB
Recruiting

"Some guys tried to sleep on the bus, but it was hard because there was no air
conditioning. It was about 90, 95 degrees in there," Block said.

Sports Business

H Raci T.C . .
sl &l That's when several of the Suns tried falling asleep on the concrete. For the hungry guys,

Tennis .
there weren't many options.
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There were movies for the Suns to watch, but the air conditioning wasn't working very
well. Most of the players' cell phones had gone dead, too, and there wasn't much meal
money to go around.

By late afternoon, the bus was circling around Atlanta traffic with another five hours to
go. The Los Angeles organization did its best to help, paying for a full lunch at a
restaurant.

"Right now, most of the guys are just waiting for the sun to go down so it might cool
off," Block said.

Block mostly was looking forward to a nice shower and a comfortable bed.

"I've seen a lot of stuff happen in the minors over the years," he said. "This is one of
those things that once | get a good night's sleep, I'll be able to laugh about it."
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